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The Assembly at a Glance am, 


From Sunday through Wednesday 


ADER urges primacy of evangelism. ... H. Ray Anderson says early 
Presbyterian leaders favored divided church only when nation was 
divided. ... Plan approved temporarily modifying Annuity Fund. . 

Home missions ‘‘Conditional Security Deed’’ terminated. ... Assembly votes 
219-103 for special judicial commission of 27 to take action on Richardson 
case. ... Church will participate fully in United Evangelistic Advance be- 
ginning in October. ... Radio committee is authorized to take forward 
steps... . Effort to block cooperation and acquaintance program with USA 
church defeated 237-70. King says minority has no right to hold up major- 
ity on every occasion. Full-scale program on all levels is approved. Invita- 
tions to be issued other Presbyterian bodies to study union. .. . Entrance 
into National Council approved without opposition. . .. Montreat written 
into budget to care for completion of building. ... Assessments for coopera- 
tive work to be cared for by special fund... . General Council will super- 
vise reorganization of agencies. . . . Christian Relations report on human 
rights commended to the churches for study. ... Assembly recognizes right 
of conscientious objector but not of non-registrant. . . . Urges larger staff 
for Christian Relations work. . . . Says ‘‘we believe that euthanasia is un- 
scriptural.’’ . . . Committee’s study declining to prohibit admission of il- 
legitimate children to orphans’ homes referred to synods and orphanage 
board. .. . Proposal that enforced retirement of ministers at 75 instead of 
73 approved and referred to presbyteries for their action. .. . Says church 
‘‘not ready’’ for limited term pastorates. ... 

















NOBLE IMPULSE RUNS THIRD 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“Ye were running well; who did 
hinder you?’’—Galatians 5:7. 


INCE MOST of our readers, we 
~ trust, do not live in horse-crazy 

towns, it may be necessary to ex- 
plain that the title of this column is a 
direct quotation from a headline on the 
sports page. Noble Impulse is the name 
of a horse, and he ran third on May 14 
in the Preakness, which is the name of 
arace. Thirty thousand people saw him 
do it. 

Well, boys, what could you expect? 
Particularly in a race like the Preak- 
ness. He has been running third a long 
time, he has the habit. Ridden by the 
best of jockeys, he still seldom finishes 
first. Noble Impulse always looks good 
in the paddock but he is generally late 
at the post. He has too much fast com- 
petition. Selfish Impulse, for instance, 
is a faster horse, you may place your 
hopes on him for a three-length lead 
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any time. Next to him, usually, is a 
horse called What Will People Think? 
Noble Impulse has a hard time beating 
those two, and seldom does. 


WAY BACK YONDER in the Eden 
A Handicap, Noble Impulse didn’t 
even show. Terah had a Noble 
Impulse to go to Canaan, but got no 
farther than Haran. When Jacob was 
jockeying around with Laban, where 
was Noble Impulse? Not out in front, 
wherever he was. In the race that Soul 
ran, how quickly Noble Impulse tired! 
When David was taking his merry 
marauders out to beat up Nabal, Noble 
Impulse was running a very bad second 
to Hot Anger. It took a clever- flick 
from the good Abigail’s whip to put 
Noble Impulse out in front. The whole 
nation of Israel used to make solemn 
covenants from time to time; Noble Im- 
pulse would start strong but finish 
weak. 
Even prophets found Noble Impulse 
a disappointing nag. Jonah made it as 
far as Nineveh, once, but there he broke 
down. After that he was lost in the 
dust of Pet Prejudice, always a fast filly. 
Elijah made a whirlwind start on Noble 
Impulse, but cracked under the threat 
of Woman Scorned (Jezebel up). 
Demas rode Noble Impulse—but not to 
win, and so, alas, did Judas. In the 
letters of a certain Paul, who seems to 
have taken an interest in the sporting 
events of his time, we find remarks to 
some Galatians who had been riding a 
Noble Impulse: “Ye were running well, 
but...’ In Paul’s own race he was 
forced to admit, ‘“‘The good that I would 
I do not.’”’ No, judging on form and past 
performance, who would expect Noble 
Impulse to finish better than third? 
UT THAT is not the whole story 
B on the sports page. Down out of 
the headlines, in the finer print, 
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we read that Ponder was fifth. What? 
Not the Ponder who won the Derby only 
the week before? Yes, the very one, 
Ponder is a better horse than Noble Im. 
pulse any day in the week. Then why 
run fifth? The secret, second-guessers 
hint, is in the length of the race. The 
Preakness is relatively a short race, the 
Derby a long one. When everybody else 
was predicting a Derby win for Olympia, 
the New Yorker’s horsy man winked a 
knowing eye and said he doubted it; 
Olympia had been first in a good many 
shorter races, but the Derby is a wear- 
ing mile and a quarter. If the Derby 
had been a shorter face, Ponder would 
have lost that too; but it was long 
enough to come from behind. 

Yes, yes, how familiar that sounds! 
Ponder can outrun Noble Impulse, but 
only if you give him time enough. 
Ponder never gets off to a fast start. 
He‘has to see the field ahead of him, 
he takes time picking up speed. But 
if the race is long enough he will come 
in a winner. Jacob switched to Ponder 
before his race was over, and went far- 
ther than Noble Impulse had ever taken 
him. Moses, on Noble Impulse, was 
disqualified for forty years. It was 
Ponder that finally put him ahead of 
the field. Peter was riding Noble In- 
pulse one night, and he was ditched; 
when he rode Ponder he could endure 
to the end. 

If the only entries are Selfish Impulse, 
What Will People Think and Noble Im- 
pulse, you know what will happen. But 
if good old steady Ponder is in there, 
and you can be sure it is a long enough 
race, you can see Ponder pulling ahead. 


ORAL: Take-Time-to-Think is 
M better than Do-Good-in-a-Hurry 

—but you don’t find that out in 
a short race. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


ATLANTA STUDENTS 


D. McCall Brown, Blacksburg, Va., has 
accepted a call to become minister to 
students in Atlanta Presbytery. He will 
begin his new duties in the late summet. 





STUDENT WORK 


Harry G. Goodykoontz, Presbyterian, 
US, director of student work, has been 
re-elected chairman of the National 
Commission on Church Student Work. 
Members of this commission are the 
executives of denominational student 
work. 


HONORARY DEGREES 


Hampden-Sydney, Va.: Richard 6. 
Hutcheson, Louisa, Va., Doctor of 
Divinity; R. L. Sager, Nashville, 


Tenn., Doctor of Literature; R. S. Rey- 

nolds, Richmond, Doctor of Laws. 
Texas Christian University: Robt. F. 

Jones, Ft. Worth, Doctor of Literature. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va, unde? 
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Assembly Votes 237-70 for Full Cooperation Program 


Schedule of Joint Activities 
With USA Church Approved 


For All Levels 
SUNDAY 


Sunday brought a welcome break in 
the Assembly’s heavy schedule. Three 
services made up the program. At 11 
A. M. the sermon was preached by W. 
A. Alexander, Shreveport, La. The com- 
munion service was presided over by 
Cc. S. Ramsey, Lynnville, Tenn., and W. 
H. Kadel, Tampa, Fla., with 65 elders 
assisting. Sunday afternoon’s emphasis 
was on Home Missions with Oswald 
Delgado, Tampa, R. D. Bedinger, Jack- 
son, Miss., and Cecil H. Lang, Dallas, 
Texas, speaking. That evening, under 
Religious Education auspices, Lewis J. 
Sherrill, of Louisville Seminary, re- 
ported on the four-year Re-Study of Re- 
ligious Education which he directed. 


MONDAY 


Two of the Assembly’s fraternal dele- 
gates were presented at the beginning 
of Monday’s schedule by John N. 
Thomas, chairman of Inter-Church Re- 
lations. These were Jesse M. Bader, 
secretary of the Department of Evan- 
gelism of the Federal Council of 
Churches, and Harrison Ray Anderson, 
of the Presbyterian Church, USA. Dr. 
Bader told of the coming United Evan- 
gelistic Advance, beginning next October 
on Worldwide Communion Sunday and 
continuing through 1950. This effort 
will call for united campaigns in cities 
and on university campuses. In his plex 
for a more effective evangelism, he said, 
“What Jesus made primary, his church 
dare not make secondary.” 

Dr. Anderson said he had been think- 
ing back over the long years when the 
US and USA churches were together. 
The Presbyterian Church in America 
held together longer than any other of 
the great groups. The Southern Pres- 
byterian leaders, he declared, like 
Thornwell, Palmer and Wilson, came to 
favor a division only when the nation 
was divided. He asked, Does not the 
logic of Thornwell, Palmer and Wilson 
direct us to one church in the one na- 
tion? 

Emphasis on reunion, he insisted, is 
hever stressed because of any supposed 
values deriving from bigness or because 
of some new mechanical plan. We want 
it because of Jesus Christ and what we 
believe to be his mind. We want what 





General Council 


Here is the General Assembly’s first 
General Council: 


1950 

Ministers: John F. Anderson, Jr., 
Tyler, Texas; R. McF. Crowe, Oklahoma 
City; Jas. L. Fowle, Chattanooga (S)*; 
M. O. Sommers, Raleigh, N. C. (S); T. 
K. Young, Memphis (S); Lay: Geo. P. 
Hoyt, Atlanta (S); L. Roy Klein, 
Dallas; J. R. McCain, Decatur, Ga., 
Convenor. And the Assembly’s Modera- 
tor, W. E. Price, ex offiicio. 


1951 

Ministers: W. G. Foster, Alexandria, 
La.; C. J. Hollandsworth, Covington, 
Va.; T. P. Johnston, Dunedin, Fla. (S); 
C. J. Matthews, Hemingway, S. C. (S); 
W. C. Robinson, Decatur, Ga. Lay: 
Mrs. A. Walton Litz, Little Rock (S); 
J. R. Neal, Atlanta; W. A. L. Sibley, 
Union, S. C. (8S). 


1952 

Ministers: Wallace M. Alston, De- 
catur, Ga.; Jas. A. Jones, Charlotte, N. 
C.; R. Girard Lowe, Jackson, Miss.; 
John Newton Thomas, Richmond, Va.; 
Geo. H. Vick, Charleston, W. Va. (S). 
Lay: E. L. Repass, Salem, Va.; Mrs. 
J. P. Walker, Colliersville, Tenn.; John 
Wellford, Memphis. 


*(S)—Member of present Steward- 
ship Committee which becomes the 
General Council. 





he wants—one church, one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism. 


Annuity Study Reported 


A. Walton Litz, Little Rock insurance 
executive, reported for the ad interim 
committee studying the possibility of 
liberalizing the Ministers’ Annuity Fund 
provisions. (OUTLOOK, May 9). Mr. 
Litz reported that the provisions could 
not be liberalized without additional 
finances. One or two commissioners 
spoke, urging that the committee be 
continued in order to enable it to seek 
other means of providing greater 
benefits but the Assembly was not dis- 
posed to follow this course. Dr. Boggs 
explained that a proposed liberalization 
of the fund would be recommended 
later in the meeting and the standing 
committee on the Minister and His 


Unopposed Vote to Enter National 
Council of Churches Enables 


Charter Membership 


Work indicated that it intended to rec- 
ommend the possibility of ministers be- 
ing re-elected annually up to 75 instead 
of from 70 to 73 as at present. 

Col. J. Norman Pease, Charlotte, N. 
C., reported for the standing committee 
on Finance, Budget and Rules. This 
committee and the Assembly declined 
to make requested changes in the list- 
ings in the Minutes or to stop printing 
the salaries of pastors. The committee 
recommended that the entire sum of 
$20,000 for the various cooperative 
agencies in which the church works be 
cared for outside the per capita tax in 
order to enable the Assembly office to 
meet its required expense without an 
increase in the assessment beyond 12c. 
This item was later recommended by 
the Stewardship Committee to be as- 
signed by the stated clerk to the various 
presbyteries to secure “‘by such method 
as may best suit its local condition, but 
with the Assembly’s suggestion that it 
shall be, if possible, from general funds 
available in the churches rather than 
by special appeal and offering.’’ At not 
more than five cents per member, this 
sum, it was suggested, may come from 
miscellaneous resources, discretionary 
funds or the like. This fund will be 
divided as follows: World Council of 
Churches, $6,634; Federal Council, 





NominatingCommittee 


This is the Assembly’s first permanent 
Nominating Committee as nominated 
by the last three Moderators (Price, 
Fulton, Cunningham) and confirmed by 
the Assembly: 


1950 
Marshall C. Dendy, Orlando, Fla. 
Wm. V. Gardner, Atlanta, Convenor. 
C. S. Johnson, St. Louis, Mo. 


1951 

W. A. Alexander, Shreveport, La. 

J. E. Cousar, Florence, S. C. 

Mrs. D. W. Richardson, Richmond, 

Va. e 

1952 

Chas. G. McClure, Charlotte, N. C. 

W. T. Thompson, Richmond, Va. 

C. R. Endsley, Sweetwater, Tenn. 











$10,000, with one-fourth going to the 
Southeastern office in Atlanta; Western 
Section of the Presbyterian Alliance, 
$1,916; Lord’s Day Alliance, $1,000. 


Special Orders 


Most of the remainder of Monday was 
taken up by three special orders—on 
Evangelism, Overseas Relief, and the 
Program of Progress. 

Participating in the Evangelism pro- 
gram were D. W. Richardson, A. WwW. 
Dick, Clarence S. Johnson, St. Louis 
layman, W. B. Ward, and H. H. Thomp- 
son. These speakers told of the effec- 
tive use of visitation evangelism pro- 
grams. Dr. Thompson outlined plans 
for the Assemblywide Evangelistic Ad- 
vance which will gear into the nation- 
wide advance beginning in October. 

Vernon S. Broyles, Atlanta, chair- 
man of Overseas Relief, told of his 
travels in Europe several months ago. 
He urged that men must recognize that 
there is no peace between Christ and 
Communism. Europe, he said, is a 
‘battleground between God and Satan.” 

Several speakers told of gains being 
made through the Program of Progress. 
Col. LeCrew insisted that ‘‘the Program 
of Progress is nothing new; the only 
thing new about it is just to do it.” 

By this time standing committees 
were beginning to catch up with their 
work and reports were ready to be of- 
fered. Bills and Overtures recommenda- 
tions were presented by Wm. V. Gard- 
ner. This committee said, and the As- 
sembly approved, that deacons may as- 
sist with the Communion under the ad- 
ministration of the elders; Roman 
Catholics need not be re-baptized upon 
. entrance into a Presbyterian church if 
the candidate is satisfied with his bap- 
tism; some latitude should be allowed 
in extraordinary cases of ministers of 
other denominations coming into the 
church and seeking ordination therein; 
declined to discourage ‘“‘the use of 
formality and ritual in the courts of 
the church” by pointing to the Book of 
Church Order; adopted amendments to 
the Book of Church Order which had 
been considered by the presbyteries. 


Bradley and Jones 


Monday evening brought reports from 
two members of the Executive Commit- 
tee of Foreign Missions who told of 
their trips to mission stations during 
recent months. Executive Secretary C. 
Darby Fulton presented S. Hugh Brad- 
ley and Jas. A. Jones, telling of the co- 
operative undertaking engaged in with 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, in send- 
ing visitors to these fields. Dr. Bradley 
told of his trip to China, Japan and 
Korea. He reported a new and wide- 
spread interest in the Christian message 
and mission. Japan, he said, offers the 
greatest opportunity to the Christian 
Church that it has ever had; in Korea 
people are thronging the churches; in 
China, the Church of Jesus Christ is the 
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only force that can defeat the evil power 
of Communism. 

Dr. Jones gave his four great impres- 
sions after visiting the stations in Africa 
and Brazil as follows: The tremendous 
scope of the work; the excellence of the 
missionary personnel; the significance 
of the Christian community abroad, and 
the adequacy of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Said he: ‘‘We are fighting for 
great stakes today. ... We are fighting 
for the soul of the world.” 

Reports on Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief and on Home Missions 
were presented after the missions pro- 
gram, which ran the day’s work to al- 
most 11 o’clock. D. P. McGeachy, Jr., 
presented the CE&MR report. Upon the 
recommendation of this committee, the 
Assembly: approved the proposed tem- 
porary modification of the Annuity 
Fund, as outlined by the executive com- 
mittee, reporting on this situation an- 
nually; requested actuaries to suggest 
a rising scale of dues for those who join 
the MAF after 54 years of age; re- 
elected Wade H. Boggs executive secre- 
tary. 


Deed Arrangement Ends 


Herman J. Womeldorf reported for 
Home Missions, approving the overture 
from Brazos Presbytery terminating the 
use of the “‘Conditional Security Deed.’’ 
No longer will the Home Missions Com- 
mittee require this deed; instead, pres- 
byteries will enforce the contingent 
liability for 25 years from the date of 
the grant or until the congregation has 
contributed to Assembly’s Home Mis- 
sions an amount equal to the original 
grant. This is made retroactive. Where 
25 years have elapsed without a breach 
of the conditions of the formerly used 
deed, the Home Missions Committee is 
to issue a release. This action was con- 
sidered to be more than ordinarily sig- 
nificant in reversing a policy of the com- 
mittee. Home Mission salaries, the As- 
sembly said, ought to reach at least the 
minimum standard set in 1947. The 
Program of Progress goals were 
stressed, as the Assembly said, “It has 
been repeatedly demonstrated that the 
progress of each presbytery and synod 
is more permanently assured by full par- 
ticipation in the program.” 


TUESDAY 


Next day the program began as Mon- 
day had begun. Dr. Thomas presented 
two more fraternal delegates: T. B. Mc- 
Bride, ARP minister of Anderson, S. C., 
and Professor Robt. M. Karr, of Pitts- 
burgh-Xenia Theological Seminary— 
United Presbyterian. Mr. McBride 
stressed what he called ‘‘the things that 
draw us together and should keep us 
together.” Dr. Karr, looking at ob- 
stacles to close fellowship, said that 
“even a worm in the dust, if it finds an 
obstruction in the way, will find another 
approach. If organic unity is not prac- 
ticable, then we must find another ap- 





proach.” Some think ecumenicism 
stresses too much inclusivism. We neeq 
also a Catholicity of spirit—we have it 
in business, in politics— but we need 
also to be aware that inclusivism is 
all right for men of like mind. Christ's 
prayer for unity, he said, is after a qj- 
vine standard, brought about by a divine 
process and with a divine purpose, 
What was on Christ’s prayer calendar 
then must be on his prayer calendar 
now. God grant that we may have 
organic unity, not as a result of a series 
of compromises bringing us to the 
lowest denominator, but on the highest 
level of our loyalty to Jesus Christ. 


ivangelistic Advance 


Reporting for the Evangelism com- 
mittee, Jos. M. Garrison, Greensboro, 
N. C., stressed the coming Assembly- 
wide Evangelistic Advance beginning 
next October and continuing through 
1950. This will be a coordinated and 
simultaneous effort with the United 
Evangelistic Advance led by the Federal 
Council of Churches. Synods will be 


the working units, with each one 
initiating, planning, launching and 
financing the work within its own 
bounds. The Assembly called upon all 


ministers to participate in the Ministers’ 
Fellowship of Prayer each Saturday 
night from 8:00 to 9:00 during that 15 
months period, at which time they will 
pray for their fellow-ministers that they 
may be effective in evangelism; they are 
also urged to pray for their fellow- 
ministers each Sunday during public 
worship. Each elder is also called upon 
to join in private prayer for other elders 
and for the ministers in the work of 
evangelism. 

James M. Carr, Atlanta, presented the 
report on the Assembly’s Training 
School. High in the needs of this in- 
stitution is an administration building 
at ATS; it also needs a greater endow- 
ment and scholarship funds. President 
DuBose spoke of these needs. The 
school, sharing in the Program of 
Progress through the budget, was au- 
thorized to continue its efforts for 
$500,000. 

Radio opportunities were reported by 
John F. Anderson, Jr., Tyler, Texas, 
chairman of the standing committee. 
The Assembly authorized full assistance 
in cooperating in establishing the Prot- 
estant Radio Center in Decatur, Ga., in 
Agnes Scott College. Better financial 
provisions, it was stated, are being made 
through the church’s budget. The next 
Presbyterian Hour series is scheduled 
for July-September this year. On July 


_10 it is planned to broadcast the tran- 


scribed Sunday morning service of the 
recent General Assembly when W. A. 
Alexander preached. The Assembly 
urged its committee to study television, 
Frequency Modulation opportunities, 
and other advances. It is also to con- 
sider making a documentary film from 
last summer’s Amsterdam’s Assembly 
of the World Council with Mrs. C. S. 
Harrington furnishing the narrative. 
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From Presbyterian Alliance 

Marcel Pradervand, executive secre- 
tary of the World Presbyterian Alliance, 
Geneva, Switzerland, then spoke to the 
Assembly. He was presented by John 
Newton Thomas, of the Inter-Church Re- 
lations Committee. Dr. Pradervand em- 
phasized the fact that despite the or- 
ganization of the World Council, the 
presbyterian Alliance is greatly needed. 
It would be the gravest mistake, he said, 
to believe that because of the constitu- 
tion of the World Council we can do 
away with confessions and families of 
churches having the same faith and the 
same form of government. The other 
Confessional groups have understood the 
value of a strong unity. . - Our Re- 
formed and Presbyterian churches were 
the first to come together, as the 
Alliance dates back to 1875. But this 
unity has been very superficial, very 
insufficient. . . That may have been 
all right in the past. It cannot do in 
the present state of the world. 

In the large Christian family gathered 
in the World Council, said Dr. Prader- 
vand, the Presbyterian and Reformed 
churches must speak with a more united 
voice than has been the case in the 
past. They must emphasize together 
what, in their view, are the essentials of 
their faith, and why they hold to a form 
of government which is foreign to other 
churches. 

“T shall never ask you to engage in 
narrow-minded confessionalism,’’ he 
said. “I know too well that in spite of 
the differences which separate us from 
others, we have much in common, and 
that, as Archbishop Temple said, “in 
the measure we come nearer to Christ, 
we shall come nearer to each other.” 
But we must see that the Reformed 
tradition, with its Christocentric in- 
sistence, finds its due place in the 
Church of Christ Universal. 

As allies, said Dr. Pradervand, the 
Reformed churches have a special re- 
sponsibility. He dealt specifically with 
Communism and the Roman Catholic 
countries. Dog not think that the Roman 
Catholic Church is the chief foe of Com- 
munism, or the best defense. The totali- 
tarian system, he said, prepares the 
ground for Communism. There is not 
one Protestant country in Europe where 
there is a strong Communist movement 
or parfy. Protestantism offers the best 
defense against Communism because of 
its insistence that a human being is 
great because Christ died, not for a 
State, but for individuals. 

The 40,000,000 Presbyterians (second 
only to the Lutherans in the world) 
Should be in united prayer daily, en- 
tering effectively in evangelistic effort 
on every level from the community to 
the world itself. 


Richardson Case 


In presenting the report of the 
Judicial Committee, Jos. H. Carter, 
Newton, N. C., explained that the com- 
mittee, at the beginning of its considera- 
tion of the widely discussed Richardson 
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Elections by the Assembly 


Moderator, W. E. Price. 

Stated Clerk, E. C. Scott. 

Assistant Stated Clerk, P. J. Garrison, 
Jr. 

Assistant Clerks, W. B. Clemmons, 
W. J. Hazelwood, Frank C. King. 

Trustees of the General Assembly: C. 
M. Richards, W. H. Hopper, J. W. Mel- 
ton, Jr., J. Layton Mauze, C. M. Boyd, 
ministers; A. R. Shaw, Jr., Jas. H. 
Kennedy, W. C. Wells, laymen. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief: 1952: A. L. Currie, Chas. J. 
Currie, Miss Alice Eastwood, Murray P. 
Nicol, Geo. H. Vick. Executive Secre- 
tary, Wade H. Boggs, until the commit- 
tee elects its own secretary. 

Home Missions Executive Committee: 
Ralph A. Huie, Mrs. W. R. Ulrich, Geo. 
Mauze, Andrew R. Bird, Jr., Allan 
Clapp. Secretary of Town and Country 
Department, Jas. M. Carr. Educational 
Secretary, Chas. H. Gibboney. 

Evangelism Committee: 1950, D. W. 
Richardson, F. C. Brown. 

Assembly’s Training School Trustees: 
Wade H. Boggs, Sr., Mrs. W. C. Cannon, 
A. L. Currie, E. D. Grant, Janie W. Mc- 
Gaughey, Mrs. J. N. Thomas, Geo. H. 
Vick, 1952. C. Darby Fulton, 1950. 
William B. Ward, 1951. Dean of Stu- 
dents: Rachel Wylie. 

Radio: E. L. Repass, John A. Wilson, 


L. R. Klein, N. K. Reiney. Director: 
John M. Alexander, 1952. 
Negro Work: Willis F. Osborne, 


1951; J. W. McLeod, Arch B. Taylor, 
H. M. Moffett, 1952. 

Stillman College Board: E. G. Mc- 
Gehee, 1950; R. L. Peters, 1951; L. W. 
Bottoms, S. F. Bryant, J. E. Bryan, W. 


J. Gipson, R. A. Farnsworth, Willis Pen- 
field, 1952. 

Federal Council, 1953: Principals: 
John M. Alexander, Marion A. Boggs, 
A. J. Kissling, J. H. Marion, Jr., G. W. 
Gideon, Judge D. H. Edington; Alter- 
nates: Ernest Arnold, John K. Johnson, 
J. W. Jackson, Frederick A. Wallis, 
David L. Stitt, John S. Land. Executive 
Committee: J. M. Alexander, M. A. 
Boggs. 

Western Section, Presbyterian Al- 
liance, 1957: Principals: Jas. A. Jones, 
R. L. McLeod, Vance Barron, J. N. 
Thomas; Alternates: Geo. Vick, C. V. 
Farrell, Hugh Robertson, Julian Lake. 
1951: Marshall S. Woodson. 

World Council of Churches: Princi- 
pals: Mrs. C. S. Harringson, Homer Mc- 
Millan, J. R. Cunningham; Alternates: 
J. McD. Richards, W. C. Robinson, P. 
D. Miller. 

Mission Court: B. R. Lacy, Miss 
Cammie Cary, Mrs. A. C. Goolsby. 

Foreign Missions: D. J. Cumming, 
educational secretary; Executive com- 
mittee, 1952: S. Hugh Bradley, W. L. 
Caldwell, Jas. A. Jones, Mrs. H. D. 
Haberyan, Mrs. H. C. Hibbs, F. A. 
Mathes. 

Woman’s Work: 1952: Mrs. J. M. 
Williams, Jr., Mrs. Geo. V. Baucom, Jr. 

Religious Education: 1952: Edward 
D. Grant, executive secretary. 

Christian Relations: 1952: E. T. 
Thompson, Robt. R. Wilson, Miss Annie 
Tait Jenkins, Marion Wellford. 

Historical Foundation: 1952: Chas. 
D. Parker, Wallace Parham, Chas. E. 
Mount. 





case (OUTLOOK, Mar. 14 ff), estab- 
lished a policy. This policy was that the 
case is a civil case that has been in- 
stituted, carried out and terminated in 
the civil courts. Therefore, the com- 
mittee felt that it was its duty to ac- 
cept the decision of the courts. The 
committee declined to hear representa- 
tives of either side in the case, feeling 
that the court record was sufficient. 
Out of twenty members, it was under- 
stood that all but two voted for the 
following recommendations: 


1. That the General Asembly decline 
to appoint an ad interim committee to 
restudy the Richardson case inasmuch 
as the civil courts dismissed all charges 
of fraud against Mrs. Mary Lynn Rich- 
ardson and her family as not sustained, 
and inasmuch as the General Assembly 
at two annual meetings has concurred 
in the decisions of the courts, and in- 
asmuch as this matter deserves to be 
brought now to a full and final conclu- 
sion: 

2. That the General Assembly express 
the belief that it was a mistake and an 
error of judgment for our church to 
have brought the charges made against 
the good name of Mr. Richafdson’s 
family in a suit whose sole purpose was 
to construe Mr. Richardson’s will. 


3. That the General Assembly, the 
highest court of our church, express 
sincere regret that these charges of 
fraud were ever made, and withdraw 
them without reservation. 

4. That the General Assembly deeply 
regrets the injury that has been caused 
to the good name of this honored Pres- 
byterian family by any action or any 
lack of action on the part of the General 
Assembly or any of its agencies, and 
hereby apologizes for the mistakes that 
have been made. 

5. That the General Assembly once 
more express its approval of and con- 
currence in the decrees and opinions of 
the civil courts; and again register its 
satisfaction that these courts have ex- 
pressly exonerated the members of the 
Richardson family from all charges of 
fraud and have dismissed every cause 
of action based thereon. 

6. That the General Assembly prays 
that this unhappy chapter in the history 
of our church may thus be closed for- 
ever, and that by the grace of God this 
wound may be healed so that we may 
henceforward dwell together in the 
bonds of peace. 

7. That the General Assembly give 
the widest possible publicity to this 
action, and as one means to that end, 
the stated clerk be directed to send a 
copy of this resolution to the clerk of 
the session of every church in the As- 
sembly. 
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Urges Judicial Commission 
When Dr. Carter moved adoption of 
his report, Wm. V. Gardner, chairman 
of the Asembly’s Home Missions Com- 
mittee, offered this substitute: 


“That a judicial commission be ap- 
pointed to deliberate upon and conclude 
the business of the overtures before the 
Assembly growing out of the L. Richard- 
son suit; and 

“That the commission meet and con- 
clude its business as soon as possible; 
and 

“That the commission give the widest 
publicity to its findings.”’ 


Dr. Gardner urged this commission 
for four reasons: ‘‘(1) Because in pre- 
vious Assemblies committees have 
handled it, and we have not reached a 
happy conclusion; (2) A commission 
of 27 people can quietly consider a!l 
the facts; (3) This will be the means 
of obviating the saying of things that 
might be misunderstood on both sides; 
(4) It will bring finality.” 

Col. S. C. Cratch, San Antonio, said 
the commission’s report would not bring 
satisfaction or heal the breach. Not 
more than two members of the stand- 
. ing committee favored appointing a 
judicial commission, which had been 
proposed, because the case has been 
adjudicated. The allegation of fraud 
was made and the courts held there 
wasn’t any fraud; the construction of 
the will was obtained and the payment 
was made. 


Dr. Grant Speaks 


Dr. Gardner requested the privilege 
of the floor so that the executive secre- 
taries of the committees could speak. 
When this was given, Edward D. Grant, 
religious education, spoke to the As- 
sembly. He said, If you think the mem- 
bers of your executive committees are 
a calloused crowd, then you don’t need 
a commission, you need new executive 
committees. In all this discussion, he 
said, the executive committees have 
never turned a hand to defend them- 
selves. The General Assembly has said 
it is unseemly to pamphleteer. The 
committees have not pamphleteered; 
they have not answered any mis-state- 
ments that have been made. The execu- 
tive committees are not interested in 
defending themselves. They are defend- 
ing the record in the case. The commit- 
tee has recorded the fact that it believes 
its actions can be sustained. It has no 
need to clear its name. Our agencies 
know the record, but they know all the 
record and they know the correspond- 
ence that led up to it. 

Roland Sims, Anniston, Ala., urged 
that the commission would satisfy the 
requests of six of the 16 overtures on 
this subject, and that the opportunity 
to give careful consideration and to hear 
all points of view would erase any 
question about being fair. 

R. H. Stone, Charlotte, N. C., re- 
minded the Assembly that the courts had 
dismissed as unfounded every charge of 
fraud in the case. As Christians, he 
said, we ought to say we are sorry, 
forgive us. 
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W. A. Alexander, Shreveport, La., a 
member of the Foreign Missions Com- 
mittee, said there was no getting to- 
gether by the committees; there was no 
collaboration in their plans in the Rich- 
ardson case. The literature which was 
sent out to the commissioners before the 
Assembly, he said, seemed to make it 
an open and shut case. However, he 
expressed confidence in the executive 
committees. Some overtures prejudge 
the case by the charges they make. If 
the action recommended by the com- 
mittee were taken then overtures would 
likely come to the next Assembly ask- 
ing for apologies to the acommittee. 
The appointment of the commission 
would give an opportunity to both sides. 


Only One Question 


The lunch hour brought a recess. fol- 
lowing which, Dr. Carter, the committee 
chairman, explained that representatives 
of the executive committees had said 
that if the matter came to the Assem- 
bly, they were ready to present the cage. 
If the standing committee had re-opened 
the case, who should it have heard? 
In fairness, it should have heard every- 
body who was in the original trial and 
this could not be done. The only ques- 
tion before us is that we have alleged 
fraud, the courts have dismissed the 
charges, and we have never done any- 
thing about it. The appointment of the 
proposed commission would be saying 
that the civil courts are not competent 
to try this case. 

Cc. S. Johnson, St. Louis layman, and 
vice-chairman of the standing commit- 
tee, said, ‘‘We did not try to hush up 
or try to keep anybody from talking 
to us. We simply stuck to the court 
record.” 

Commissioners do not have sufficient 
evidence to make an intelligent de- 
cision, declared Eldon Wilson, Rich- 
mond, Va. A judicial commission 
would consider the overtures, the Rich- 
ardson pamphlets, and all available in- 
formation. 

Dr. Gardner and Dr. Carter agreed 
that the question should be called. When 
the motion was put, it was voted 219- 
103 to appoint the judicial 
sion. 

One of the speakers in the debate, 
later commented privately that it was 
significant that, during the years of dis- 
cussion of this case, the first time the 
Assembly was given the opportunity to 
express regret over the actions, 103 
commissioners were ready to express 
it at once. 

Dr. Gardner moved that the acting 
moderator, John M. Alexander, appoint 
a committee of five to nominate the 
judicial commission. This was done and 
the commission was later named by 
the Assembly (See page 7 in this issue). 

The report on Negro Work was pre- 
sented by Patrick H. Carmichael, Rich- 
mond, Va., urging presbyteries and 
churches to give this work full finan- 
cial support. The 75th anniversary of 
the founding of Stillman College will 
be celebrated in 1951 at the Assem- 


commiis- 





bly. The permanent committee was ay- 
thorized to assume control of the Robt. 
Hungerford School of Eatonville, Orange 
County, Fla., “if the way be clear.” 
L. W. Bottoms, regional director of re- 
ligious education for Snedecor Memorial 
Synod, addressed the Assembly on the 
opportunities and challenge of Negro 
work. 


Inter-Church Relations 


One of the long-awaited reports, 
Inter-Church Relations, was presented 
by John Newton Thomas, Union Semi- 
nary professor, Richmond, Va. Dr. 
Thomas reported that his committee, 
with members of different points of 
view on the question of Presbyterian 
reunion, had come to a_ unanimous 
opinion with regard to the proposed pro- 
gram of cooperation and acquaintance. 
He offered, then, the following revision 
of the report of the majority of the 
permanent committee, with the addi- 
tion of an amended recommendation of 
the minority of the committee (No. 4). 


I. The committee asked unanimously 
that the Assembly approve the follow- 
ing “avenues of acquaintance and co- 
operation” and commend them to the 
proper courts and agencies to act upon 
as they see fit: 


A. On the Level of General Assembly: 


1. The maximum use of the central 
office in Geneva of the World Alliance 
of Presbyterian and Reformed Churches 
in sharing the burdens and opportuni- 
ties of our Reformed brethren in 
Europe. 

2. The Presbyterian Church, USA, has 
made it constitutionally possible for a 
Presbyterian minister of another de- 
nomination who is serving a federated 
church within the bounds of a presby- 
tery of the church to be a member of 
that presbytery. The Presbyterian 
Church, US. has the privilege of making 
the same provision. 

3. The acceptance by our General As- 
sembly of the invitation of the Presby- 
terian Church, USA, to take part in the 
coming celebration of 150 years of work 
by the Board of National Missions. In 
accepting the invitation, it is desirable 
that General Assembly authorize its 
Executive Committee of Home Missions 
to participate fully in the celebration. 

4. The multiplication of cooperative 
efforts now being put forth by the 
Boards of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, and of the Executive Committees 
of the Presbyterian Church, US, in 
the fields of Foreign Missions, Home 
Missions, Christian Education, and Theo- 
logical Seminaries. 

5. The request that our church papers 
devote larger space to the acquaintance 
of their readers with the work of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, and of other 
Presbyterian and Reformed bodies. 

6. The exchange of visitors at meet- 
ings of the General Assemblies who shall 
not only bring greetings, but shall also 
report on the work of their respective 
churches. These visitors should remain 
throughout the meetings of the Assem- 
blies and be available for question and 
answer periods. F 

7. The exchange of Home end Foreign 
Missions speakers who shall report 02 
work in their respective fields. 

8. The exchange of commencement 
and religious emphasis week speakers 
by our church colleges. 

9. Acquaintance meetings in the fields 
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of Woman’s Work, Educational Work, 
and Stewardship. 


B. On the Level of Synods: 


1. Joint meetings of overlapping 
synods with carefully prepared pro- 
grams encouraging acquaintance and co- 
operation. These joint meetings may 
well be preceded by pre-synod confer- 
ences in which the ‘‘New Life Move- 
ment” of the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
and the ‘‘Program of Progress’ of the 
Presbyterian Church, US, are fully ex- 
plored. 

2. Joint meetings in the fields of 
Woman’s Work, Men’s Work, Young 
People’s Work, Summer Conferences, 
and Leadership Training. 

3. Those items suggested ‘‘on the As- 
sembly level’? which are also possible 
“on the level of synods.”’ 

4. Joint meetings of ministers of 
overlapping synods in Faith and Life 
seminars and retreats for fellowship in 
devotional study and prayer. 

5. The appointment of committees on 
cooperation to implement the ‘“‘avenues’”’ 
herein listed, and to explore other such 
“avenues.” 


C. On the Level of Presbyteries: 

1. Joint meetings of overlapping and 
contiguous presbyteries. 

2. Joint meetings in the same fields 
as indicated in Item 2 above ‘on the 
level of synods.”’ 

3. Joint campaigns of visitation evan- 
gelism, such as have been recently con- 
ducted in Tennessee and elsewhere. 

4. Joint efforts in reaching rural and 
suburban communities in need of new 
churches. 

5. The appointment of committees on 
cooperation to implement the ‘‘avenues”’ 
herein listed, and to explore other such 
“avenues.” 


D. On the Level of Local Churches: 


1. The holding of union services, such 
as are now being held by congregations 
of the two communions in some locali- 
ties. 

2. The Federation of US and USA 
churches, such as has already been ac- 
complished in Harrodsburg and Leba- 
non, Ky., and in a number of other com- 
munities. 

3. Joint meetings of various organi- 
zations within local churches of the two 
communions in the same communities, 
as well as the planning of definite co- 
operative work. 

4. The exchange of pulpits between 
ministers of our church and those of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, and of other 
Presbyterian and Reformed bodies. 


II. That the Permanent Committee 


on Cooperation and Union be requested 
to assist, wherever possible, any groups 
which may desire help in programs of 
acquaintance and cooperation. 

III. That this General Assembly now 
accept, with appreciation, the invitation 
of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, to take part in 
the coming ceiebration of 150 years of 
work by the Board of National Mis- 
sions, authorizing the Executive Com- 
mittee of Home Missions to participate 
fully in the celebration. 

IV. That the Permanent Committee 
on Cooperation and Union be au- 
thorized and instructed to take advan- 
tage of this five-year period to explore 
“avenues” of “acquaintance and co- 
operation,” along the lines suggested 
above, not only with the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America, 
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but also with the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, the United Pres- 
byterian Church, the Reformed Church 
in America, the Cumberland Presby- 
terian Church, and possibly other Pres- 
byterian or Reformed groups, and that 
invitations be extended these bodies by 
our permanent committee to seek a basis 
for promoting the larger objective for 
which the committee was originally con- 
stituted: “to bring into one body all 
members of the Presbyterian family.’’ 


Seek to Kill Cooperation 


When these recommendations of the 
committee were presented, opponents of 
reunion, sought to kill all efforts toward 
cooperation. An amendment to this ef- 
fect was offered by Arian DeYoung, Tus- 
cumbia, Ala., pastor, a graduate of West- 
minster Seminary of the Orthodox Pres- 
byterian Church. The committee’s re- 
port, he declared, will say to all: Where 
you are promote the cause of union, 
and to those who are opposed it will 
say, Don’t mention the Auburn Affirma- 
tion and its five tremendous denials. 

A. J. Van Puffelen, Dallas, Texas, a 
former student of the Evangelical Semi- 
nary of Dallas, supported Mr. DeYoung’s 
motion, quoting Col. Roy LeCraw, di- 
rector of the Program of Progress, as 
saying that he felt that a “tremendous 
cloud” had been lifted when the ‘‘mora- 
torium’”’ was agreed upon last year. A 
complete ‘‘moratcrium” is needed, said 
Mr. Van Puffelen. He declared that Col. 
LeCraw had given him permission to 
quote him in saying that he had found 
the Program of Progress most difficult 
‘because of all this agitation pro and 
con union. Then immediately after the 
moratorium was pronounced, the second 
year of the Program ... went forward 
wonderfully. . . But that since . 
it was being brought up again already 
the impact of it is being felt.’’ 

Some of the debate of 1948 was 


quoted verbatim by Elder A, M. Wood- 
side, Staunton, Va., to show that a pro- 
gram of cooperation was well under- 
stood. 

Walter L. Brown, Jr., Mexico, pastor, 
protested the earlier charges that USA 
ministers are unsound in their faith. 
In our presbytery, he said, we have been 
working ever more closely with the 
brethren of the USA church and we have 
found it satisfying and enriching. Breth- 
ren, we don’t have a corner on sound- 
ness. I know it because I have worked 
with these men and as long as I am in 
Missouri Presbytery I will do everything 
within my power to encourage coopera- 
tion with these fine men whom I have 
come to know and love.” 


Dr. King Speaks 


Charles L. King, Houston, Texas, spoke 
on behalf of the Permanent Committee 
on Cooperation and Union. He gave the 
background of last year’s agreement in 
the Atlanta Assembly. The word ‘‘mo- 
ratorium,” he said, was not used by that 
Assembly. ‘“‘That word has been in- 
vented by those who are opposed to co- 
operation and union.’’ He quoted from 
the discussion of Dr. J. R. McCain with 
reference to a program of cooperation. 
This was important, said Dr. King, be- 
cause Dr. McCain seconded the original 
motion and, indeed, has now declared 
that he dictated it. No one raised the 
question as to what was meant by ‘‘ex- 
ploring avenues of acquainance and co- 
operation”; all thought they knew and 
they were thiking in terms of Dr. Mc- 
Cain’s discussion which suggested defi- 
nite activities in cooperation (OUT- 
LOOK, Feb. 21). 


Those who were in favor of union, Dr. 
King said, went home thinking that “‘in- 
stead of debating the plan for the next 
five years, instead of urging it, instead 
of even explaining it to the presbyteries, 





Judicial Commission 


A committee named by the acting moderator, J. M. Alexander, to nominate 
members of the Judicial Commission to consider the Richardson Case, included: 
W. B. McIlwaine, Jr., Stuart D. Currie, D. P. McGeachy, Jr., W. C. Wells, Jr., and 
C. S Johnson Members of the 27-member Commission are: 


Laymen 
Carl Parker 
M. R. Wellford 
Walter Brown 
E. G. Truly, Jr. 
Jimmie Belvin 
N. McK. Salmon 
E. D. Wilson 
Maxwell Williams 
Edward McNair 


Jack Reed 
E. J. McMillan 


W. G. Duncan, III. 
Cc. L. Winn 


Ministers 
Arkansas Roy L. Davis 
Louisiana D. H. Edington, Jr., 
Texas E. W. McLaurin 
Miss. T. R. Nunan 
Okla, 
N.C. C. H. Rowan 
Va. J. H. Marion, Jr. 
Mo. 
Georgia Geo. C. Bellingrath 
Fla. W. H. Kadel 
Ala. B. A. Sykes 
Appl. 
W. Va. W. E. Crane 
Ky. Robert W. Miles 
Tenn. J. M. Murchison 
s. C. Tilden Scherer 


Sam §. Wiley 


The convenor is E J. McMillan and/or J. H. Marion, Jr. 





we were going to cultivate closer ac- 
quaintance . . and at the end of five 
years we would see just where we stood. 
Now some people feel that this closer 
cooperation and acquaintance will not 
draw us closer together. Well, if it will 
not, isn’t it a wonderful opportunity to 
find out now during these next five 
years? Therefore, your committee, 15 
out of your 17, came to the General As- 
sembly with a report saying, We think 
expected; and now that report was put 
in the hands of another committee and 
that committee says we think so too. 

‘Now we want to ask you brethren 
of this Assembly just to stand by what 
the last Assembly did. . . We felt that 
we were giving up more than half a loaf, 
that our brethren got something like 
two-thirds or a loaf, and it grieves us 
to have men come back to this Assembly 
and say, ‘Give us thatlastthird.’ (Laugh- 
ter.) We would like to have at least a 
crust to carry home to our brethren who 
censured us for conceding what we con- 
ceded in the last Assembly. However, 
we love the unity of the church too, and 
we don’t want to agitate this thing 
either, but, brethren, there comes a time 
when it seems to some of us that a mi- 
nority might stop agitation in order that 
we might have peace and not ask the 
majority to stop on every occasion. (Ap- 
plause.) We want to have peace in the 
church. 

“T can speak for this committee. There 
is not a man on the committee who ex- 
pects to advocate, explain or urge the 
Plan of Reunion for the next five years. 
oh I am going to keep the faith that 
I agreed to in the last Assembly. 


Effect on USA Men 


“T want to think just what the effect 


of this amendment would be. I want 
you to know the effect on our USA 


brethren. . . These USA brethren have 
gone the second mile to be cooperative 
and to do what our church wanted to do, 
not what they wanted to do. They had 
their hearts set on that plan being voted 
upon, and men who were in that Assem- 
bly tell me that there were tears that 
trickled down the cheeks of those com- 
missioners when they got that telegram. 
But they didn’t kick out of the traces, 
they came right back and said we will 
cooperate with you for the next five 
years. Now it is going to hurt us 
to tell the committee, if this amendment 
should pass, and it is not going to pass, 
that we can’t even cooperate with them 
during these years... . 

acl ._ J am truly sorry that the Pro- 
gram of Progress has been so identified 
with this movement. There are hundreds 


of ministers in the church to whom the 
cause of Reunion is dear. They have 
prayed for it since the day they came 
out of the seminary. They have waited 
a generation. It is not going to help 
their feelings to have the Presbyterian 
Program of Progress used as a club with 
which to kill this cause of closer co- 
operation and reunion. 

“But I would like for you to think, 
brethren, is the Holy Spirit leading his 
church today? What mean these greater 
movements towards closer cooperation 
and unity? You have heard here of two 
of the branches of our Presbyterian 
Church and they are just about ready 
to come together [United Presbyterian 
and Reformed Church in America]. Is 
the Holy Spifit leading them? Are we 
willing to take action here today and 
drop the Iron Curtain and say we will 
not even look at this cause of coopera- 
tion and union for five years? [I don’t 
believe this General Assembly would 
think of doing a thing like that. The 
Holy Spirit is leading and is moving and 
it is the belief of some of us that we 
ought to think about this in the most 
prayerful manner and ought not to do 
anything that will slow down this great 
movement toward unity that will be but 
the fulfillment of the prayer of our 
Lord: “That they all may be one even 
as aS we are one.’”’ 


Dr. Ogden Speaks 


Dunbar H. Ogden, chairman of the 
permanent committee, pointed out that 
instead of harming the cause of evan- 
gelism and the benevolences, there seems 
to be some correlation between the cause 
of union and a greater evangelism. An 
eight-point program was opposed in 
1939 because it was thought that it 
would harm evangelism, but, said Dr. 
Ogden, the additions that year were 25,- 
000 compared to from 16,000 to 18,000 
before. In the year 1947-48, he said, 
it was said that there was such intense 
agitation that the Program of Progress 
was hindered. “I want you to look at 
the record and you will find in that year 
our additions on confession of faith were 
more than 26,000, whereas in this year 
which is just past, in which they say this 
moratorium has done so much good in 
that cause, we have added about 19,000, 
and [| don’t feel that the Easter question 
ean fully explain it.’’ 

Dr. Ogden quoted the late B. M. Pal- 





Commissioners and visitors to the 89th Gengal Asse 


mer, who said, shortly before his death, 
“The century that has come is big with 
events of forces that are at work. The 
most powerful is that of a combined 
church with all the people united to 
hasten the coming of his kingdom.” 

R. W. Cousar, Chattanooga, Tenn., as 
member of the minority of two oppos- 
ing reunion, insisted that last year’s ac- 
tion amounted to a moratorium. The 
proposed program, he said, would be ac- 
tive propaganda for union. All these 
proponents of reunion are trying to do, 
he said, is “to get the few slowpokes 
in the Assembly and the few obscuran- 
tists and folks that are behind the times 
to either get in line or let them die off— 
either one will be just as effective.” 

Dr. Cousar said different policies of 
the two churches had never’ been 
studied. “If you want to join a church 
that is dead from the standpoint of home 
mission,’”’ he said ‘‘join the USA church. 

. Acquaint yourself with the foreign 
missions program of that church and the 
woman’s work, and so on.”’ 

“Tf you want to close out, if we want 
to liquidate, even the semblance of a 
moratorium, then let’s pass this report. 
The fat is back in the fire and if we 
want it to stew then cast your vote for 
the majority report and let the fat be- 
gin to stew.” 


Patton on LeCraw 


J. G. Patton, secretary of stewardship, 
asked the privilege of the floor to refer 
to the reference to Col. LeCraw and the 
Program of Progress. Said he: “I wish 
Mr. LeCraw were here. The Pro- 
gram of Progress has been very, very 
careful not to take sides in this or any 
other debate in the church. It’s not its 
business to do that but to carry for- 
ward the work that the church has given 
it. I have worked with Mr. LeCraw and 
I want to say that I don’t know person- 
ally which side of this question he’s on. 
Those of us who know him can be sure 
that any statement that he has made has 
not been for or against this question.” 

The amendment which would have put 
aside the program of cooperation was 
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defeated 227-70. Then the main motion 
to adopt the program was passed by an 
even larger vote. 

At adjournment, one opponent of 
union was heard to remark, ‘“‘Weil, the 
lid’s off now.’’ Evidently the reporter 
for the wire service was impressed by 
such comments for his dispatch next day 
said that ‘‘at least half a dozen com- 
missioners said the action negated the 
moratorium. As a result, they added 
privately, they now feel that they are 
free to campaign against reunion openly 
in the presbyteries.”’ 

This however, was by no means the 
sense of the Assembly as its clear vote 
of 237-70 indicates. 


Vote for National Council 


Following the discussion of Presby- 
terian, US-USA, cooperation, Dr. Thomas 
presented his committee‘s recommenda- 
tion that the Assembly approve the en- 
trance of the Federal Council of 
Churches into the proposed National 
Council and that ‘in so doing approve 
our church’s becoming a charter mem- 
ber of the National Council.” (OUT- 
LOOK, May 23.) This recommendation 
was approved without debate and with- 
out voiced oppgsition. The new coun- 
cil, merging various interdenominational 
efforts, will be established November 
28-December 2, 1950. 

Two overtures asked the Assembly to 
withdraw from the Federal Council, but 
the committee recommended negative 
replies to these overtures and the As- 
sembly voted such replies. In a brief 
discussion of this matter, questions were 
asked by two commissioners relative to 
oft-repeated objections to the Council. 
One raised a question on last summer’s 
discussion of capitalism and communism 
which occurred, not at a meeting of the 
Federal Council, but at the World Coun- 
cil’s Amsterdam meeting: John M. 
Alexander, one of the church’s FC rep- 
resentatives, answered these questions 
about the Council’s procedure, and Dr. 
Thomas clarified the discussion on the 
point of the capitalism-communism 
issue. N. P. Farrior also pointed out 
that “we make a serious mistake if we 
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seek to identify Christianity with either 
capitalism or communism. Capitalism,”’ 
he said, ‘“‘will not survive if it is charac- 
terized by rugged selfishness.” 

C. S. Johnson, St. Louis layman, said 
there were some items in the program 
which he did not like, but ‘‘When I look 
at the evangelism program and the work 
of the churches united in the Council— 
I’m for it!” 

The vote for the Federal Council was 
nearly unanimous—with only a few 
hands shown in opposition. 

The Assembly gave a generous boost 
to the newly-organized World Alliance 
of Presbyterianism as it looks forward 
to ‘‘a more effective expression of Pres- 
byterian solidarity and distinctive em- 
phases.”’ 

In approving continued work in the 
World Council, the Assembly provided 
for the payment of expenses of its repre- 
sentatives to future meetings of the 
World Council. It answered in the nega- 
tive and unanimously an overture from 
North Alabama asking the Assembly to 
request the World Council to ‘‘establish 
the policy of inviting the consultants 
which it co-opts for service on its com- 
missions, its study department, and its 
Assemblies on the same basis as it in- 
vites churches to membership in the 
Council, namely, the acceptance and con- 
fession by those several consultants of 
Christ as God and Savior.” The As- 
sembly gave this answer, it said, ‘‘on the 
ground that it would impose on the 
World Council a condition not asked of 
other Christian bodies, including the 
Presbyterian Chureh, US.” 


Stewardship Report ~ 


One of the long reports of the As- 
sembly always deals with Stewardship. 
This was presented by W. A. Alexander, 
Shreveport, La. It referred overtures 
protesting special appeals for funds to 
the General Council for study. Mobile’s 
overture requesting a central treasurer, 
it felt, would be answered by the new 
arrangement through the General Coun- 
cil. Montreat was provided for to the 
extent of assuming the present indebted- 
ness of $160,000 and placing Montreat 
in the annual budget for $80,000, if 





possible, until $310,000 is secured. 
Money received through the present 
campaign at Montreat will be charged 
against this goal. Program of Progress 
plans for the next year were approved. 
A discretionary fund of $25,000 will be 
provided by the several agencies in order 
to get the new General Council under 
way. Synods and presbyteries are urged 
to accept their benevolence askings in 
full—$6.00 per member per year or 11 
cents per member per week for all As- 
sembly agencies. 

The Assembly looked at the habit of 
Bible classes and other adult groups in 
giving to projects outside the church 
“while some causes within the church 
suffer from insufficient support.” The 
Assembly recommends “that pastors and 
sessions suggest to such groups the de- 
sirability of supporting specific projects 
within our own church program of 
work.” 

Local planning committees in all con- 
gregations were urged by the Assembly 
with specific suggestions outlined for 
their organization and work. The 
church calendar with its special days 
and observances, Dr. Alexander said, 
“has everything in it except Straw Hat 
Day.” It follows the schedule of this 
year almost exactly. 

In order to lighten the budget of. the 
Stated Clerk’s office, the Assembly made 
a new and different provision for the 
support of the various cooperative activi- 
ties for this year only. (Next year the 
new arrangement will provide for these 
matters through the General Fund.) The 
church’s obligation in supporting the 
World Council, the Federal Council, the 
Presbyterian Alliance, and the Lord’s 
Day Alliance will be met this year by 
having the Stated Clerk of the Assembly 
apportion to the presbyteries an equi- 
table division of the $20,000 needed. 
Each presbytery is then expected to 
“secure its assigned portion by such 
method as may best suit its local con- 
dition,” but it is urged that it shall be, 
if possible, from general funds available 
in the churches rather than by special 
appeal and offering. 

The General Council was empowered 
to make necessary and equitable ad- 
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justments in the various benevolence 
budgets in getting them well under way 
through the new organization. 

B. F. Moseley, Birmingham, presented 
the American Bible Society report 
urging full support of the Society’s pro- 
gram in providing the Scriptures 
throughout the world. 


Foreign Missions Report 


Foreign Missions was presented by 
R. D. Bedinger, Jackson, Miss. This 
report urged greater support of this 
work; it reminded the church that the 
present missionary force of 376 is 140 


less than the all-time high of 516 which 


was reached in 1926; it urged “all 
parents and youth leaders to use every 
resource at their command in creating 
an ecumenical consciousness among our 
youth, and a devotion to Christ which 
will make them willing to give their 
lives in the service of the church, wher- 
ever this might lead them.” 

Of the $4,000,000 desired for Foreign 
Missions through the Program of Prog- 
ress $1,418,000 has been raised. East 
and West Brazil terms of service were 
changed to five years with 12-months 
furloughs. Retirement allowances for 
missionary couples was set at $2,800, 
with $1,000 for single missionaries, con- 
ditioned upon receipts from the An- 
nuity fund. 

A communication from North Ala- 
bama Presbytery supporting the policies 
of the Foreign Missions Committee was 
approved, and a rising vote of thanks 
and appreciation was given to Dr. and 
Mrs. H. Kerr Taylor for their work with 
the committee. D. J. Cumming’s elec- 
tion as educational secretary was con- 
firmed. 

From the annual report these items 
were emphasized: 


Opportunity in ‘Japan 


An “absolutely unparalleled oppor- 
tunity for Christian work” exists in Ja- 
pan, says the committee. There in three 
and one-half years of ‘‘kindly, democra- 
tic occupation,” the Japanese have de- 
veloped an eagerness to learn about the 
“western religion, Christianity.” 

Mexico’s situation is changing with an 
increased independence on the part of 
the native church. This means the de- 
crease of responsibility by mission forces 
and the continued spiritual and financial 
support of the native work. Present de- 
mands, it is indicated, call for the in- 
creasing withdrawal from established 
areas and the evangelization of new 
fields. 

The committee, at one point, speaks 
of its missionary efforts in relation to 
the Presbyterian Church, USA. Its ef- 
forts (the US) efforts, it says, are not 
as broad in extent as that of the USA 
church, yet the US is concerned with five 
continents, and ‘‘in many lands we have 
been working with our Northern bre- 
thren in establishing one common Pres- 
byterian Church.” 
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The report looks confidently toward 
the raising of the $4,000,000 set up as a 
goal in the Program of Progress. 


Use of Sunday 


Leland Edmunds, Newport News, 
Va., presented the report on the Sab- 
bath. (This will be the last separate 
report on this subject since it will hence- 
forth be combined with Christian Re- 
lations.) The report said, “Today in 
Christian America the Sabbath is a far 
ery from what Jesus taught about the 
Sabbath and what he did on the Sabbath. 
Members of the church ought not to lend 
their support to the breakdown of the 
Sabbath by attending amusements— 
paid or for charity—on the Sabbath.” 
Harry L. Bowlby, of the Lord’s Day 
Alliance, addressed the Assembly on this 
subject. 

Overseas Relief was presented by 
P. Cary Adams, Staunton, Va. (This 
will henceforth be merged with World 
Missions.) The Assembly recommended 
that the new department under World 
Missions be called some such name as 
the Division of Inter-Church Aid. The 
goal of $600,000 and 600,000 pounds 
of clothing was set for the year. An 
offering will be received on Easter. 
Churches are urged to assist in locating 
Displaced Persons. 

Massey M. Heltzel, Augusta, Ga., re- 
ported for the Montreat committee, 
commending the Montreat program and 
administration, urging that efforts con- 
tinue toward having Montreat College 
fully accredited and exploring the pos- 
sibility of establishing a boys’ summer 
camp there. In reply to T. Shep Clark 
concerning white and Negro young peo- 
ple attending conferences at Montreat, 
the Assembly reaffirmed an earlier ac- 
tion from Lexington asking that ‘fuller 
provision be made for members of the 
churches of Snedecor Memorial Synod to 
participate in the conferences and serv- 
ices of Montreat, so far as it is possible 
for the management to comply with the 
spirit of the request.”’ 

The current campaign for Montreat 
was commended; next May 21 was set 
as Montreat Day; churches were urged 
to include Montreat in their budgets 
for the full 2%. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING 


After working late Tuesday night, the 
Assembly came back to finish its docket 
at 8:30 Wednesday morning. First 
committee to report was that on 
Woman’s Work, by John M. Alexander. 
Growth in all departments of this work 
was indicated. Mrs. John Parkes, the 
new assistant secretary, was presented 
to the Assembly, and special recognition 
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was given Miss Janie W. McGaughey 
because of the 20 years of service she 
has given in her present position. Mrs. 
A. Walton Litz, chairman of the com- 
mittee, presented Mrs. Parkes. Theme 
for the new year is ‘‘Forward To- 
gether.” 

Religious Education was presented by 
W. E. Crane, Charleston, W. Va. This 
report underscored the importance of 
the Re-Study report which had been pre- 
sented on Sunday night by Lewis J. 
Sherrill. The study of weekday re- 
ligious education in the schools as pre- 
sented by the executive committee was 
approved and churches were urged to 
collaborate fully with local movements 
wherever local boards have not dis- 
approved. The Assembly approved the 
youth convention set for December 28- 
31 1951, and also urged full support 
of the laymen’s convention in Atlanta 
next November 4-6. 

The RE part of the Program of Prog- 
ress, $500,000, was commended to the 
church and attention was directed to 
the ‘88 Club’? now forming. This is 
made up of those who give $88 to the 
RE Committee in recognition of its 88 
years of service. 

A discussion of hymn books and so- 
called ‘‘evangelistic’”’ hymns took up part 
of the time given to this report. One 
overture asked for more of such hymns 
in the church hymnal and two commis- 
sioners urged the same. Wm. H. Foster, 
Lubbock, Texas, pointed to the dangers 
of cheapening worship by the use of un- 
worthy music and commended present 
efforts to raise the standard of hymns. 
Edward D. Grant, requested to speak 
on the subject, pointed out that many 
of the so-called ‘‘gospel type’’ hymns are 
copyrighted by hymn book publishers 
whose charge for the use of these hymns 
is so high that a book containing them 
would be priced out of reach. The over- 
ture was referred to the committee for 
consideration. 

Roy L. Davis, Memphis, Tenn., re- 
ported on the records of the synods. In 
this report Snedecor Memorial Synod 
was singled out for its work during the 
evenings of its last meeting when the 
time was spent in visitation evangelism 
in Tuscaloosa. 


Christian Relations 


The Christian Relations report was 
presented by R. F. Gribble, Austin, 
Texas. This committee recommended, 
and the Assembly approved, action re- 


quested by the permanent committee 
which received its report on ‘States’ 
Rights and Human Rights’ and sent 
it down to the churches and groups 
within the churches for consideration 
and study (OUTLOOK, May 2). In 
making this recommendation, the com- 
mittee said, ‘“‘we want it understood that 
we are not necessarily in agreement with 
all statements contained in the report. 
We do feel strongly, however, that the 
report sets forth with great clarity prob- 
lems in the field of civil rights and 
human rights which vitally affect the 
welfare of all of us as citizens and as 
churchmen, and points up with equal 
clarity our responsibilities.” 

The Assembly recommended “that 
pastors and clerks of sessions bring this 
report to the attention of officers and 
members of their respective churches; 
and suggested that the reading of this 
report aloud in small groups with 
round-table discussion will be profitable 
for understanding and motivation.” 

A slight effort was made to “receive 
the report as information” but this was 
beaten down. Mark K. Wilson, Jr., 
Chattanooga, said these were two of the 
hottest political issues before the coun- 
try. ‘‘They are certainly secular issues. 
The church should not take any action 
about this. The report definitely takes 
sides.”” Robt. H. Walkup, Mobile, Ala., 
made a stirring call which was ap- 
plauded by the Assembly (this talk and 
Dr. King’s were the only two ap- 
plauded). Mr. Walkup urged the church 
to have an open-eyed attitude, not to 
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choke off information but to encourage 
its people to get all the facts. Then 
when people sing, ‘‘Is it true what they 
say about Dixie?’’ we can say either, 
“It ain’t so’’ or “It oughtn’t to be so.” 
The vote which followed this talk was 
overwhelming—165-79—in support of 
Dr. Gribble’s motion to commend the 
report for study. 

The question of divorce, referred to 
in one overture, is being studied for 
later report by the permanent commit- 
tee. 

Euthanasia (mercy killing) was 
called by the standing committee ‘‘un- 
scriptural and contrary to the law of 
God.”” Some urged that the matter 
be referred for study and later report; 
some wanted the flat statement to re- 
main; and others wanted to say that “‘As 
we understand it,” or ‘“‘We believe that 
it is unscriptural, etc.’”’ One of the 
speakers, question about belief in ‘“‘Thou 
shalt not kill,” replied that the stand- 
ards of the church do not look upon this 
as an absolute command for certain ex- 
ceptions are made as in the case of 
public justice and in a just war. The 
motion to refer for study was defeated 
138-92. The ‘we believe” statement 
was adopted. 


Non-registrants for military service, 
the Assembly said, could not be sup- 
ported, though the rights of conscien- 
tious objectors have always been recog- 
nized. 

The Assembly commended the Chris- 
tian Relations committee and director 
for their work; it recommended that 
another member be added to the staff. 


Orphanage Policy 


The Synods of Georgia and South 
Carolina, as well as Florida representa- 
tives, have been considering the policy 
of Thornwell Orphanage whose charter 
forbids the admission of illegitimate 
children. The Christian Relations’ per- 
manent committee had made a study of 
this matter in which it declared that 
“Christian people should not discrimi- 
nate against children born out of wed- 
lock; the church should offer help to 
anyone in need, regardless of the cause; 
the position of Thornwell Orphanage to 
the effect that receiving illegitimate chil- 
dren would adversely affect the stand- 
ing of legitimate children of the or- 
phanage in the eyes of society is un- 
tenable.” The standing committee 
thought that existing conditions at the 
orphanage would make compliance with 
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these principles, with which the com. 
mittee agreed, inexpedient, but the As- 
sembly adopted a substitute motion 
which referred the whole matter to the 
orphanage and to the church courts con- 
cerned. 

Presbyteries will consider the raising 
of the age-limit on ministers before 
their enforced retirement. The Assem- 
bly acted favorably on the proposal to 
amend Paragraph 147 of the Book of 
Church Order to enable men to serve 
until 75 instead of the present 73 if they 
are re-elected one year at a time. W. B. 
McIlwaine, Jr., Petersburg, Va., pre- 
sented the report for the Committee on 
the Minister and His Work. The entire 
report of the permanent committee was 
adopted. Pastorates for a limited term, 
the committee and the Assembly said, 
would not be found in favor by the 
church, or, as it was put, “Our church is 
not ready for such action.”’ 

R. B. Woodworth, Burlington, W. Va., 
reported on the Historical Foundation, 
pointing to the important holdings of 
this library, and Wm. H. Foster, Lub- 
bock, Texas, gave the report on Theo- 
logical Seminaries. This latter report, 
among other items, commended the 
seminaries which have entered fields of 
Christian vocational guidance for col- 
lege students and urged seminaries to 
include high school students in their 
programs. It urged seminaries to give 
more training to its prospective minis- 
ters in the fields of church administra- 
tion in finance and in church court 
records. 


Tribute to Moderator 


J. N. Thomas, Richmond, Va., pro- 
posed a tribute to the Moderator, W. E. 
Price, for his able service during the 
days of the Assembly. It was adopted 
by a rising vote. 

With the reading of the minutes and 
the closing worship led by the Modera- 
tor, the 89th Assembly adjourned at 
12:15 P. M., with a good proportion of 
its commissioners still on the job. These 
men went their way, north, east, south 
and west, cheered by what many were 
ealling “The best Assembly we ever 
had.” They had faced big problems and 
challenging efforts and they had met 
them squarely and, in most instances, 
had given answers of which they need 
not be ashamed. All over the church, 
men and women in the congregations 
would be encouraged to feel that the 


. church they love and want to serve is 


reaching out toward better days than it 
has ever known. 
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BIBLE STUDY 


Jesus Rises from the Dead 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOY LESSON FOR JUNE.19, 1949 
Mark 16:2-7; John 21:3-4, 7-12 


We have been studying for some time 
Jesus’ last week.in Jerusalem. Sunday 
was a day of triumph. Jesus en- 
tered Jerusalem acclaimed by the 
multitudes as the promised Messiah. 
Monday was a day of authority. Je- 
sus cleansed the temple and blasted 
the fig tree as a solemn warning to 
the nations. Tuesday was a day of 
controversy. Jesus parried the thrusts 
of his adversaries and foretold the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. Wednesday was 
a day of treachery. Judas agreed to 
betray his Master into the hands of his 
enemies. Thursday was Jesus’ last day 
with his disciples, marked by the in- 
stitution of the Lord’s Supper. Friday 
was the day of his death. Jesus was ar- 
rested, tried, crucified and buried. Sat- 
urday was the day in the tomb. We 
come to the events of Sunday. 


I. Witnesses of the Empty Tomb, 
Mark 16:2-7 


All of the evangelists begin their story 
of the resurrection with an account of 
the empty tomb. The first to discover 
that Jesus’ body was no longer there 
were three women, Mary Magdalene, 
Mary, the mother of James, and Salome. 
The first Mary came from Magdala, a 
city on the western shore of the Sea 
of Galilee. She had been delivered from 
seven demons, and in her deep grati- 
tude had followed Jesus on his journeys, 
helping with gifts of money to provide 
for him and the Twelve. 

Mary, the mother of James, is the 
same as ““Mary, the mother of James the 
Less and of Joses,’’ mentioned in 15:40. 
James the Less was one of the apostles. 

Salome was the wife of Zebedee (Mat- 
thew 27:56), the mother of James and 
John, the woman who once came to Je- 
sus asking that her two sons might sit 
in the principal places of honor in the 
coming kingdom. 

These three women, devoted to Christ, 
watched him from afar as he died on 
the cross and saw how Joseph and 
Nicodemus placed his body in the tomb. 
According to the usual custom, they used 
spices freely as they wrapped the body 
for burial (Jn. 19:40). The women, 
however, desired to add more spices ex- 
ternally and to apply fragrant oils. On 
Saturday evening, after the Sabbath was 
ended, they made their purchases and 
all their preparations, and early on Sun- 
day morning took their way to the tomb. 

As they drew near they began to won- 
der how they would roll back the great 
stone which sealed the entrance of the 
tomb. Evidently the tomb was a cave 
in the side of the hill, either a natural 
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cave, such as is common in the rocks 
around Jerusalem, or wholly or partly 
artificial. The stone was probably a 
large one, rolling in a groove cut in 
the stone floor. The women were afraid 
that their united strength would not be 
sufficient to budge it. As they looked 
ahead, however, they were surprised to 
see the stone already rolled back, not 
rolled entirely away, but rolled back so 
as to leave the entrance free. As Roy 
L. Smith points out, “A great majority 
of the difficulties we anticipate we never 
realize... .” 

Happy, no doubt, that their problem 
was so easily solved, and yet puzzled, 
they entered the tomb. Instead of the 
body of Jesus, however, they saw a 
young man, sitting on the right side of 
the tomb, dressed in a white robe. Mat- 
thew tells us that it was an angel, and 
Luke says there was not one angel, but 
two. 

Amos R. Wells says, ‘‘We must re- 
member the dim light and the confused 
state of the women’s minds. Probably 
one of the two angels was much more 
noticeable tnan the other. At any rate 
the narratives are much more credible, 
thus disagreeing in a few minor points, 
than if they were perfect duplicates, evi- 
dently copied the one from the other.” 

The womer stood staring at the young 
man in awed amazement. It was he 
who broke the silence: ‘Do not be 
amazed,” he said, ‘‘You seek Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has 
risen, he is not here; see the place where 
they laid him. But go, tell his disci- 
ples and Peter that he is going before 
you into Galiiee; there you will see him, 
as he told you.” 

In other words, the women were not 
to linger in wonder and rapture, but to 
discharge at once the duty of being 
bearers of the news and of the message 
to the rest of Jesus’ disciples. They 
were told especially to carry the mes- 
sage to Peter, the natural leader of the 
Twelve, broken down by the shock of 
his own denials as well as the death of 
his Master. How much it must have 
meant to Peter to know that Jesus re- 
membered him in spite of his denial, 
that he was willing to forgive him, that 
he still wished to use him in his service. 
The women were to remind all of the dis- 
ciples of Jesus’ promise to meet them 
in Galilee (Mark 14:28; Mt. 26:32). 
It would seem from what follows that 
the disciples were not persuaded to go 
into Galilee until the Master had several 
times appeared to them in Jerusalem. 
When they did finally go they collected 
together a group of about 500 of Jesus’ 


friends, and to the assembled group 
Jesus spoke the words of the Great 
Commission (Mt, 28:19-20). 

When the angel had finished speaking, 
the women fied out of the tomb, for they 
were seized with terror, and trembled 
in awe, as those who had come in con 
tact with the supernatural. Mark adds, 
“and they said nothing to anyone, for 
they were afraid.’’ The meaning evi- 
dently is that they said nothing to any- 
one by the way. It cannot be inferred 
that they did not bear the message to 
Peter and the other disciples. 

The women were not the only wit- 
nesses of the empty tomb. John tells 
us how he and Peter ran to the tomb, 
as soon as the women’s message came 
to them, and found the grave clothes of 
Jesus still in the tomb, with the napkin 
which had been about his head care- 
fully wrapped and put to one side. There 
were other witnesses, as a matter of 
course. But all the evangelists pass on 
from the tomb to the story of the ap- 
pearances of the Risen Christ. 


Il. Appearances of the Risen Christ, 
John 21:3-12 


Jesus did not finally take leave of his 
disciples until forty days after the resur- 
rection. During this time he appeared, 
we know, ten times to his disciples, per- 
haps more, but ten appearances are 
recorded. On the first day he appeared 
(1) to Mary Magdalene, John 20:1-18; 
(2) to the other women, hurrying away 
from the tomb, Matthew 28:9-10; (3) 
to Simon Peter, Lk, 24:34; (4) to the 
two disciples on the road to Emmaus. 
Lk, 24:13-35; (5) to the ten disciples 
in the upper room, Luke 24:36-43. One 
week later he appeared (6) to the ele- 
ven disciples, Thomas this time being 
present, Jn. 20:24-29. Some time dur- 
ing the next month he showed himself 
(7) to James, I Cor. 15:&; (8) to the 
seven disciples fishing in the Sea of 
Galilee, Jn. 21:1-23; (9) to the eleven 
disciples, in all probability including the 
500, Mt. 28:16-20; I Cor. 15:6; and 
(10) finally on the fortieth day he ap- 
peared to them near Bethany, and was 
taken up out of their sight. 

We consider this week only one of 
these ten appearances, that to the seven 
disciples by the Sea of Galilee. Jesus 
had promised to show himself to the 
disciples in Galilee, but his appearance 
was delayed. 

One evening seven of them were down 
by the sea. Peter, Andrew, James and 
had fished in these waters for a living 
before Jesus called them to become 
fishers of men. Peter, seeing boat 
after boat push out into the sea, could 
no longer resist the call of his craft. 
He said, I go a-fishing. The rest only 
wanted such an invitation. They said, 
“We will go with you.” And in a short 
time they were busy at their old trade. 

Are we to attach any significance to 
this action on the part of the disciples? 
Many do not think so. Peter had to be 
occupied somehow, before the Master 
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returned, and rather naturally, and very 
wisely, he chose to go fishing. Others 
think, and I am inclined to agree with 
them, that the matter was more serious. 
In short, Peter and the others were 
about to return to their old trade, just 
as though Jesus had never called them 
to become fishers of men. Marcus Dods 
puts it thus: 


“As we watch their six oars flash in 
the setting sun, and Peter steering them 
to the familiar fishing grounds, we can- 
not but reflect in how precarious a po- 
sition the whole future of the world 
is. The boat carries the earthly hope 
of the church; and, as we weigh the 
feelings of the men that are in it, what 
we see chiefly is how easily the whole 
of Christianity might have been broken 
off short, and never been heard of, sup- 
posing it to have depended for its prona- 
gation solely on the disciples. Here they 
were, not knowing what had become of 
Jesus, without any plan for preserving 
his name among men, open to any im- 
pulses or influence, unable to resist the 
smell of the fishing boats and the fresh- 
ness of the evening breezes and submit- 
ting themselves to be guided by such in- 
fluences as these, content apparently to 
fall back into their old ways and ob- 
scure village life, as if the last three 
years were a dream, or were like a voy- 
age to foreign parts, which they might 
think of afterwards, but were not to 
repeat. All the facts that they were 
to use for the conversion of the world 
were already in their possession; the 
death of Christ and his resurrection 
were not a fortnight old; but as yet they 
had no inward impulse to proclaim the 
truth, there was no Holy Ghost power- 
fully impelling and possessing them; 
they were not endued with power from 
on high. One thing only to them seemed 
to be decided and agreed upon, that they 
must live; and, therefore, they go a-fish- 
ing.”’ 


But that night (the accepted time for 
fishing) all the skill of these seasoned 
fishermen did not avail. They caught 
nothing. Next morning, at daybreak it 
was, when all hope of catching fish was 
past, they saw a stranger standing on 
the shore. It was Jesus, but they did 
not recognize him. The stranger cried 
out, ‘“‘Lads, have you got anything?” 
(Moffatt.) This salutation by the way, 
makes it clear that the disciples were 
predominantly young men, probably in 
their twenties. They thought the stran- 
ger was an intended purchaser, and an- 
swered rather brusquely, ‘‘No.”’ Then 
the stranger calle’, “Throw your net 
on the right of the boat and you will 
have a take.’’ (Moffatt.) They supposed 
that he had Leen making observations 
from the shore and had seen at least 
some signs of fish. They acted as he 
directed them, not thinking of a miracle, 


but supposing that, before any man 
would give them such express instruc- 
tions, he must have some good reason 
for believing fish were there. But when 
they discovered that the net was loaded 
with fish, so that they could not draw it 
into the boat, John looked again at 
the stranger and whispered to Peter, 
“It is the Lord!” 


As usual we see that John is the first 
to apprehend; Peter, the first to act. The 
latter could not wait until the boat had 
got to shore. He put on his clothes, for 
he was stripped for work, and cast him- 
self into the sea. The other disciples 
followed in the little boat used for land- 
ing purposes, for they were only about 
100 yards from the shore. They were 
surprised when they landed to find on 
land a charcoal fire, on which fish were 
being fried. No mention is made of 
any miracle. Probably Jesus had built 
the fire with his own hands and was 
himself preparing the meal. He bade 
them to bring some of the fish which 
they had caught. They dragged the net 
to land, and John remembered even to 
his old age that the number caught 
therein was 153. He gives the number 
not because there is anything mystical 
or significant about it but simply be- 
cause he remembers it, and was im- 
pressed, as any fisherman would have 
been, with the unusually large haul un- 
der rather unusual circumstances. 


Jesus said, ‘“‘Come and have break- 
fast.”” Each one was now convinced, as 
they discovered later by comparing 
notes, that it was the Lord, but awe 
prevented them from questioning him, 
“Jesus came and took the bread and 
gave it to them, and so with the fish.” 
Marcus Dods remarks: ‘‘Evidently there 
was something solemn and significant 
in his manner, indicating that they were 
to consider him as the person who sup- 
plied all their wants. If they were to 
be free from care, as his apostles, they 
must trust him to make provision for 
them, as he had done this morning.” 

But there was a second significance. 
As Erdman puts it: 


“By this unexpected appearance, as 
by each similar manifestation after his 
resurrection, Jesus was making it more 
easy for his disciples to believe what he 
had told them of a time soon to come 
when by his Spirit he would be with 
them continually. The first message of 
this chapter, therefore, is that of the 
personal presence of Christ with all be- 
lievers. Sometimes after long hours of 
lonely toil or in the dark night of weari- 
ness, we remember the Savior’s promise 
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and realize his presence and find Peace 
and gladness and hope as we greet the 
dawn of a brighter day.’’ 


Asks Paul Burrill Jenkins, 


“Is there anything more wonderful or 
more beautiful in all the life of the Lorg 
Jesus, than that he chose to reveal his 
risen presence to his men-friends when 
they were engaged in earning their liye. 
lihood, and that his first act of that mo- 
ment was to help them in that business? 
They were at no religious service; they 
were not in the synagogue; they were 
at no prayer meeting. They were hard 
at their accustomed vocation: the daily 
task whereby they earned their bread 
and supported their families. More than 
that—it was an hour of unsuccegs: a 
period of depression. They were on the 
point of giving it all up—and then he 
was there! In genial fashion he called 
them ‘boys’ or ‘lads’ and then told them 
what to do; and the next moment they 
were astounded by perhaps the largest 
and most successful catch of their en- 
tire vocational experience! 

“What would it not do for us if we 
should realize that while we are at our 
own respective daily jobs, whatever in 
the range of human occupations they 
may be, we may experience the sense 
of his Risen Presence then and there; 
and that his blessing may be in the form 
of Divine assistance to us in that very 
task. .. .”” (The Upward Look, Hough- 
ton-Mifflin Co.) 


But Jesus may have had another pur- 
pose in view. The disciples were 
tempted to return to their old occupa- 
tiof as fishermen. By the miracle that 
he worked Jesus reminded them of the 
time when he had first called them to 
leave their nets and follow him. He 
had worked a similar miracle on that 
occasion (Lk, 5:1-11) and then explain- 
ed that they were to become fishers of 
men. The miracle repeated now would 
remind them of that earlier call, to 
which they had so eagerly responded, 
and would remind them of the success 
which he had promised them, if they 
depended on him for strength and looked 
to him for guidance. The earlier ap- 
pearances of Jesus were all intended to 
convince the disciples of his resurrec- 
tion. The later appearances were all 
designed to remind them of their mis- 
sion to the world, a mission which they 
are to carry out with his aid. 

In John Masefield’s play, ‘The Trial 
of Jesus,” the wife of Pilate says to 
the Roman official who superintended 
the Crucifixion, ‘‘What do you think of 
his claim?’’ 

The official replies, “‘If a man believes 
anything up to the point of dying on 4 
cross for it, he will find others to be 
lieve it.’ 

She then asks, “Do you think he is 
dead?” 

He replies, ‘‘No, lady, I don’t.” 

“Then, where is he?’’ 

“Let loose in the world, lady, where 
neither Roman nor Jew can stop his 
truth.” 

Jesus has been let loose in the world 
—that is one great meaning of the re 
surrection. But he works only in and 
through men who are responsive to his 
will. 
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